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6-year-old Riham waits patiently by the kitchen for her 
lunch. Spaghetti with onion and tomato sauce; her favorite.
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HIGHLIGHTS
WFP delivered enough food to support over 
4 million people in March, of which almost 
15 percent was delivered cross border 
from Turkey and Jordan
 
While efforts to negotiate access continue, 
WFP reached less than ten percent of those 
believed to be in need of assistance in hard 
to reach and besieged areas
 
Despite donor generosity, shortfalls forced 
WFP to cut assistance to some 1.8 million 
Syrian refugees by 30 percent since the 
beginning of the year
 
Continued targeting/verification efforts 
have so far reduced WFP’s regional 
caseload by 226,000 people



Up to four million people receive 
life-saving assistance
Over the first quarter of 2015, WFP provided life-saving 
assistance to up to 4 million civilians in Syria in 12 of the 14 
governorates. In January the operations suffered a slow start, 
due to the initial delays in obtaining the necessary approvals 
compounded by the onset of heavy winter storms and 
technical complications on the border with Lebanon, which 
severely disrupted sea and land transport. In spite of the 
many constraints affecting the deliveries during the first half 
of the month, WFP was able to reach 3.4 million people in 
January, 80 percent of the monthly plan, by speeding the 
packaging operations and increasing the average delivery rate 
during the second half of the month, when more favourable 
weather conditions allowed WFP to resume full-scale transport 
operations.  Accordingly, operations could run more smoothly 
in February, when most of the logistical bottlenecks were 
solved, which allowed WFP to reach over 3.8 million people 
during that cycle, 10 percent more compared to the previous 
month. The upward trend continued to be observed during 
March, when WFP delivered enough food to support over 4 
million people in 12 of the 14 Syrian governorates, or 96 
percent of its monthly plan.

Insecurity continues to disrupt 
deliveries
These achievements were possible in spite of persisting 
access constraints which continued to hinder the delivery of 
vital food supplies to several parts of the country. In 
particular, widespread insecurity and the presence of 
extremist groups continued to prevent all deliveries to 
Deir-ez-Zor and Ar-Raqqa governorates, where a planned 
600,000 beneficiaries have been out of humanitarian reach 
since May and November 2014, respectively.

Elsewhere in the north-east, difficulties in obtaining approvals 
to dispatch food rations to partners, coupled with significant 
delays in importing food commodities from Turkey through 
the Nusaybin corridor in March, caused assistance in the 
governorate to fall below plans. As a result, on average only 
70 percent of the plan to support 230,000 people on a 
monthly basis was achieved during the reporting period.

Similarly, growing insecurity has been increasingly disrupting 
assistance in Idleb governorate since the beginning of the 
year. Heavy fighting and consequent access restrictions 
prevented all in-country dispatches to the rural areas of the 
country until mid-February, leaving the Turkish border as the 
only option to access these areas. Although partners were 
able to resume distributions in mid-February, security 
conditions in the governorate deteriorated again in March, 
culminating in the take-over of Idleb city by armed opposition 
groups at the end of the month. Since then, WFP was forced 
to suspend all in-country deliveries to the rural areas of Idleb 
governorate again with the exception of the government-held 
towns of Ariha and Jisr Ash-Shughur.
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Food rations for thousands of people are packaged at Safita warehouse every day 
and loaded onto trucks to be delivered to displaced families around the country. 
WFP’s food assistance programme in Syria has created jobs for over 5,000 people 
including drivers, staff implementing WFP’s assistance programs and people 
working in warehouses.

WFP reaches one million civilians in hard 
to reach areas during first quarter of 
2015

Amidst growing insecurity across the country, WFP continues to 
put in place efforts to assist vulnerable populations living in the 
worst conflict-affected areas, where humanitarian access 
remains challenging and unpredictable. Overall, during the first 
quarter of 2015, over 1 million hard-to-reach civilians received 
food support through a combination of inter-agency cross-line 
missions, WFP cross-line deliveries and cross-border operations.

WFP and inter-agency cross-line deliveries
Over the first quarter of 2015, WFP took part in three cross-line 
inter-agency convoys to hard-to-reach areas in Homs. Through 
these missions, in mid-January food assistance reached 75,000 
people in Al-Wa’er neighbourhood of Homs city, under partial 
siege since October 2013. Intermittent assistance to the area 
had been possible until November 2014, when an outbreak of 
heavy fighting and shelling had forced the interruption of all 
humanitarian deliveries. In addition, food supplies for almost 
34,500 civilians were delivered to Ar-Rastan and Talbiseh, in 
rural Homs, where humanitarian access to some 74,000 people 
in need of assistance has been severely restricted for the past 
two years. Meanwhile, intense negotiations are underway to 
conduct a series of inter-agency missions to a number of 
hard-to-reach locations in rural Damascus, including Irbeen, 
Zamalka, Madaya and Bloudan, where fighting, displacement 
and protracted access restrictions have contributed to an 
alarming humanitarian situation.

These efforts continue amidst an increasingly insecure 
operational environment. The team of humanitarian workers - 
including WFP and other UN staff and Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
Volunteers – who conducted the mission to Ar-Rastan on 26 
March was temporarily detained by a Non State Armed Group. 
Although all team members were released unharmed, this 
incident illustrates the growing dangers that humanitarian 
workers face in carrying out their life-saving mission in Syria.

In addition to inter-agency missions, through local partners WFP 
food assistance, including regular food rations, ready-to-eat 
meals and supplementary feeding products, reached almost 
252,000 people across the lines of active conflict in 23 locations 
in Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh, Damascus, Hama and Idelb over the 
reporting period.
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Inside Syria, displaced families receive monthly food rations containing essential 
foods including rice, pasta, oil, bulgur wheat, lentils and some canned goods.



 

Cross-border deliveries
WFP has progressively scaled up its cross-border operations 
in 2015, reaching a growing number of beneficiaries in high 
conflict areas of Idleb, Aleppo, Hama, Dar’a and Quneitra 
governorates. During the month of March, cross-border 
deliveries across the Turkish and Jordanian borders reached 
over 583,000 civilians in these five governorates, accounting 
for approximately 15 percent of all WFP assistance during 
this month. This represents a four-fold increase from January 
and almost a six-fold increase since September 2014, when 
just 100,000 people were supported thorough cross border 
deliveries. Overall, since the beginning of 2015, a total of 
191,000 food rations, along with 700 mt of wheat flour, were 
delivered from Jordan and Turkey, reaching over 723,000 
vulnerable civilians in some 70 locations of the five 
governorates assisted through cross-border operations.

This was achieved by strengthening WFP partnership 
capacity, with a total of nine NGO partners currently 
facilitating cross-border deliveries, compared to five at the 
end of 2014. Moreover, WFP closely monitors the security 
and humanitarian developments to rapidly adjust its 
response to shifting conditions on the ground. For example, 
the bulk of the deliveries from Turkey are now channeled 
through Bab Al-Hawa crossing point, to minimize disruptions 
to the operations caused by frequent security concerns 
affecting Bab Al-Salam crossing. Moreover, following 
large-scale population displacement reported in Dar’a 
governorate in mid-February and late March, which 
concerned some 100,000 people, monthly deliveries from 
Jordan were doubled to 20,000 rations per month in February 
and March, from a previous 10,000, while a further scale-up 
to 30,000 rations per month is planned in April.

Evolving Humanitarian Needs

Large waves of displacement were reported in several parts 
of the country over the reporting period, adding pressure on 
already overstretched resources and further reducing local 
capacity to meet the needs of a growing IDP population. 
Thanks to its flexible operational approach, WFP was able to 
rapidly mobilise life-saving food assistance to support the 
newly displaced families through redirecting resources 
unable to reach their planned destinations and increasing 
cross-border deliveries. In addition, ready-to-eat meals were 
provided to meet the immediate needs of families during the 
first critical days of their displacement, when they are 
unlikely to have access to cooking facilities.

Yarmouk
Following days of heavy fighting in surrounding suburbs, ISIL 
stormed the Palestinian camp of Yarmouk and took control of 
several parts of it on 1 April. These events were followed by over 
a week of heavy fighting in the area, which forced over 2,000 
families to flee their homes to seek safety in the surrounding 
areas of Yalda, Babilla and Beit Sahem, where they are receiving 
assistance through SARC and local committees. Following reports 
of significant food needs among the affected population, WFP 
provided 3,000 ready-to-eat rations to support the new IDPs as 
well as vulnerable host communities, while arrangements are 
underway to deliver additional supplies through an inter-agency 
convoy. At present, an estimated 7,000 people remain trapped 
inside the camp, where no delivery has been possible since the 
onset of the recent events. Prior to these developments, WFP had 
launched a pilot project in partnership with UNRWA, providing 
supplementary feeding products to prevent malnutrition in 1,200 
children in the camp.

Idleb
The progressive escalation of fighting affecting Idleb governorate 
since mid-January culminated in the takeover and full control of 
Idleb city by armed opposition groups on March 30th. Latest 
reports from the ground indicate that at least 102,000 people 
were displaced from Idleb city and surrounding areas, although 
estimates are expected to increase as partners continue to 
assess needs on the ground. Most of the affected families sought 
refuge in safer areas of the governorate, either in the 
government-held towns of Ariha and Jisr Ash-Shughur or to 
opposition-held rural districts, while some arrivals were reported 
also in neighbouring Lattakia Hama and Aleppo governorates.

WFP delivered a total of 5,300 ready-to-eat meals to assist the 
newly displaced families in Lattakia, Ariha, Aleppo and Hama, 
where over 20,000 new IDP arrivals were reported. Additional 
supplies for over 100,000 people are being prepositioned in Ariha 
and Jisr Ash-Shugur, still under government control, amidst 
concern that ongoing fighting in the governorate might further 
spread and block the only remaining access route to these areas. 
In-country deliveries to rural Idleb are currently suspended, 
leaving cross-border shipments from Turkey as the only viable 
corridor to access some 80,000 newly displaced people in these 
areas. Since the onset of the displacement wave, food supplies 
for over 173,000 people crossed the Turkish border to assist 
existing and newly displaced families in rural Idleb.
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GFD distributions in rural Damascus (Jub Al-Safa village).
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Dar’a
Sustained levels of fighting have been recorded in the 
southern governorate of Dar’a, since mid-February when 
opposition fighters launched a large-scale campaign seizing 
control over several strategic locations in the governorate. 
Resulting heavy fighting forced the displacement of over 
50,000 people who sought refuge in opposition-held rural 
areas of Dar’a and neighbouring Quneitra province, 
prompting WFP to scale-up its cross-border deliveries from 
Jordan to assist up to 100,000 people, up from the previous 
50,000, on a monthly basis in the two governorates. Fighting 
continued unabated over the month of March, culminating in 
the full take-over by opposition fighters of Bosra Al- Sham in 
Dar’a on 25 March and of Nasib border crossing with Jordan 
shortly after that. Approximately 40,000 fled the affected 
areas, seeking refuge in Sweida, Rural Damascus and in 
safer rural areas of Dar’a. WFP responded to the immediate 
needs of newly displaced families providing 4,000 
ready-to-eat rations sufficient for 20,000 people in 
As-Sweida and Rural Damascus, while deliveries from Jordan 
were further scaled up, with 30,000 rations planned to be 
distributed in April in support of 150,000 people in rural Dar’a 
and rural Quneitra.

Vulnerable women and children 
receive nutritional support

In addition to the provision of emergency food assistance, 
WFP continues to provide specialised nutrition support to 
particularly vulnerable categories, including children and 
pregnant and nursing women.

Over the reporting period, supplementary feeding products 
for the prevention of malnutrition and micro-nutrient 
deficiencies reached a maximum of 85,800 children under 

the age of five in collective shelters and host communities in 11 
of the 14 Syrian governorates.

Complementing this activity, since July 2014 WFP has been 
implementing a voucher-based nutrition support scheme for 
vulnerable pregnant and lactating women in Lattakia and Homs. 
Targeted women receive monthly vouchers to purchase fresh 
products not included in the regular food ration, to improve their 
dietary diversity and micronutrient intake and supporting the 
healthy development of the unborn or infant child. Since its 
onset, the programme has gradually scaled up to reach over 
4,000 women in both governorates, a 37 percent increase 
compared to December 2014.

Moreover, in support of the “No Lost Generation” strategy, WFP 
introduced a school feeding programme in August 2014 in an 
effort to improve enrolment rates and regularize attendance, 
while providing nutrition support to children attending classes. 
Overall, during the reporting period, almost 110,000 children 
received daily fortified snacks during school days in Aleppo, 
Hama, Tartous and Rural Damascus in February. Expansion 
plans were slowed down as most schools remained closed in 
January due to the onset of heavy snow storms and the 
winter-break holidays, resulting in the implementation to 
resume only in February. In addition, delays in obtaining 
necessary approvals until late March negatively affected the 
implementation at planned scale in Rural Damascus where 
approximately 50,000 primary school children are targeted by 
the programme. Arrangements are underway to expand the 
scope and geographical coverage of the programme in the 
coming months, including additional training conducted in 
Homs, Rural Damascus and Aleppo for school principals and 
Ministry of Education staff, in order to double the number of 
children reached by next May.

WFP Assistance Modalities inside Syria - 2015
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1”Targeting in Emergencies”, Executive Board First Regular Session Rome, 20–23 February 2006, WFP. 

WFP’s guiding principles on responsible programming requires 
targeting plans to be a core and integral part of any operation 
– to be implemented and informed by sound situational 
analysis. In 2015, as the Syrian crisis moves into its fifth year, 
WFP continues to refine its targeting processes to maintain 
appropriate support to the most vulnerable. This has become 
ever more critical in light of recurring funding shortfalls, which 
have required WFP to reduce its overall caseload and budget.

As the timeline indicates, all countries in the region have 
completed, or are in the process of completing, 
targeting/verification of their current caseloads. As Syrian 
refugees are very mobile – moving between countries or, in 
some cases, back to Syria – the vouchers they leave behind 
can potentially be used by others. As a result, WFP is verifying 

REGION

that vouchers are indeed only being redeemed by their rightful 
participants in the assistance programmes. In parallel, WFP – 
in collaboration with relevant stakeholders - is designing and 
implementing vulnerability assessments, to help identify 
households that are severely food insecure and in need of WFP 
assistance, and those that can make do without.

2014-2015

in
Domiz Camp by
the government

 of all 
refugees by UNHCR

 of full
caseload by WFP

 alongside
e-voucher roll-out by WFP

(Government is responsible for registration)

 

(Began 2013)

of

communities using vulnerability 
criteria (with government)
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2014 2015

* Tiered approach for remaining caseload (with different voucher values based on vulnerabilites).

 ** In Febuary, WFP handed over 9 camps (66,000 people) to the government - reducing its camp-based caseload from 220,000 to 154,000.
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TARGETING ASSISTANCE TO THOSE WHO NEED IT THE MOST

“Targeting is central to all WFP operations. As an 
emergency develops and needs change, target groups, 
methods and practices must also evolve. The selection 
of programme and delivery mechanisms that ensure 
that food reaches those who need it the most is an 

important aspect of targeting”.1
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Lebanon – From previously having supported all registered 
refugees in the country, Lebanon – by early 2014 - reduced its 
assistance to the 75 percent identified as most vulnerable, 
based on a Burden Score Index developed by UNHCR. This 
year, a more detailed multi-sectoral household profiling 
exercise is underway, which will assess all registered refugee 
households (some 1.2 million people) to identify those that are 
most food insecure. These findings will help WFP to continue 
gradually reducing its caseload over coming months, to around 
55 percent of all registered Syrian refugees. In addition, an 
e-card verification exercise, expected to be completed by the 
end of April, is expected to further reduce the caseload.

Iraq – Since the start of the operations, WFP has been 
providing food assistance to all refugees with camp 
registration. A verification exercise in by the government in 
Domiz camp - the largest Syrian refugee camp in Iraq - during 
the first half of 2014 removed just over 5,000 people (7 
percent) from WFP’s beneficiary list. Following the 
recommendations of a UNHCR/WFP Joint Assessment Mission, 
which highlighted the possibility of targeting in camps, WFP is 
in the process of designing a vulnerability assessment to 
identify those who can manage without WFP assistance. For 
remaining beneficiaries, a two-tiered approach will be explored 
(subject to assessment findings) – providing US$19 for 
moderately food insecure and the full voucher value of US$28 
for severely food insecure households.

Egypt – Following a still ongoing biometrics verification 
exercise that started during last quarter of 2014, some close to 
10,000 people (15 percent) were excluded from the caseload, 
while a vulnerability assessment is currently underway to 
inform targeting from May onwards. Following the exclusion of 
beneficiaries with low and mild vulnerability, the overall 
caseload is expect to be reduced by around 20 percent.

2Interagency Vulnerability Assessment Framework (VAF), WFP’s 2014 Comprehensive Food Security Monitoring Exercise (CFSME), UNHCR registration and household visit data, World Bank models and other 
valid vulnerability assessments.

Jordan – Last year, Jordan implemented the first round of 
targeting, which resulted in a reduction of the caseload in 
communities by 3 percent. This year, a second round of 
targeting was announced in March, based on enhanced criteria 
developed using vulnerability data from various sources2, 
taking into account proxy indicators that correlate closely with 
poverty and vulnerability to food insecurity. Categorization 
according to the criteria has informed a tiered approach in 
communities from April onwards. According to this approach, 
around 34,000 individuals who are deemed less vulnerable to 
food insecurity will no longer receive assistance. A further 
239,000 individuals who are moderately food insecure will 
receive half the voucher value (US$14); and around 190,000 
individuals who are severely food insecure will receive the full 
voucher value (US$28). The targeting has not been 
implemented in camps, where around 93,000 individuals will 
continue to receive the full voucher value (see figure below for 
details). 

Turkey – Since the start of the operation, WFP has been 
supporting refugees in camps only. This year, the government 
requested WFP to expand assistance also to Syrian refugees in 
communities, where some 87 percent of refugees live. To 
support the roll-out of a targeted response, WFP and the 
government are using vulnerability criteria to identify the most 
vulnerable and food insecure households – those in most need 
of assistance – in the four pilot areas of Sanliurfa, Gaziantep, 
Hatay and Kilis.

To address any exclusion or inclusion errors – inevitable in any 
such vulnerability and food security exercise - WFP establishes 
appeal processes to allow those who have been excluded to be 
reconsidered.
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Lack of funding reduces assistance

Despite the continued generosity of donors, funding shortfalls 
have forced WFP to reduce the level of assistance given to 
Syrian refugees throughout the region over the past months, 
lowering the value of their food entitlement by an average of 
30 percent since the beginning of the year. 

Assistance to refugees in Lebanon and Egypt was reduced from 
January onwards, while Iraq was forced to reduce starting in 
February. In Jordan, refugees residing in camps have 
continued to receive assistance as planned, while those living 
in host communities saw theirs reduced - owing to greater 
access to economic opportunities outside of camp settings. 
Meanwhile in Turkey, WFP lowered the voucher value during 
the month of January only, reinstating the original amount the 
following month. However, funding shortages accelerated the 
transfer of assistance from WFP to the Turkish government – 
originally planned as a gradual process - for some 66,000 
refugees in 9 camps at the end of February.

While reductions to assistance have so far been implemented 
across all caseloads (with the exception of Jordan, where camp 
populations continued to receive the planned voucher value), 
the current efforts to identify families who are less vulnerable in 
each country can also support decisions on how best to prioritise 
assistance in the future – should funding shortfalls make such 
cuts necessary. This will help to prevent life threatening 
exclusion errors and minimise the possible risks to WFP.

How refugees cope with less
Following the reductions, refugees across the region are 
having to find ways to either get by with less food or find 
alternative ways of generating income to buy the food they 
need. Significantly, assessments by WFP in Jordan and 
Lebanon – following their respective reductions – found that 
refugees are already reducing portion sizes and eating cheaper 
food, prioritising childrens’ food needs, purchasing only the 
most essential items and asking neighbours and family 
members for assistance or relying on borrowing. Some 
similarly reported having to reduce their expenditure on 
education and health, or sending family members to beg or 
find employment, often exposing them to exploitation and 
other significant protection concerns.
 
Many refugees reported a worsening relationship with their 
host communities as a result of being seen as a greater 
burden, while increasing the competition for jobs and rent. 

School feeding programmes – 
supporting refugees and their host 
communities

Helping vulnerable Syrian families meet basic food needs does 
more than simply nourish them. With less pressure on children 
to work or beg to help put food on the table, families receiving 
assistance are more likely keep their children in school, in no 
small measure supporting Syrian children’s eventual recovery 
from the conflict. Such impact is reinforced through WFP’s 
school feeding programmes, providing incentives to 
encourage attendance and help students focus in the 
classroom.

During the first quarter of 2015, WFP continued to support 
some 17,000 Syrian refugees in Jordanian camps each month 
by distributing high-energy snacks in camp schools, while 
some 15,000 students were reached in formal schools and 
more than 800 in informal schools in Za’atri camp. In Azraq 
camp, following the handover of school feeding in formal 
schools to WorldVision International in February, WFP 
continued reaching around 1,000 students in informal schools. 
In light of the considerable impact of the conflict on Jordanian 
host communities, WFP, in collaboration with the government, 
supports over 370,000 Jordanian school children each month 
- half of them girls –  in the most vulnerable and food insecure 
areas impacted by the Syrian crisis in Amman and northern 
governorates.

In Iraq, WFP planned to reach 20,000 primary school students 
in camps with a daily fortified snack but was unable to 
commence the programme at the start of the 2014-2015 
academic year due to funding constraints.

Funding permitting, WFP expects to further expand its school 
feeding programmes in the region over coming months. This 
includes plans to initiate a programme in Egypt that will target 
some 163,000 Syrian refugee children (3 percent) and 
Egyptian children (97 percent) in areas with a high ratio of 
Syrian refugees in Alexandria and Damietta.

Such trends are particularly worrying in countries such as 
Lebanon, where tensions between refugees are already high. 
The combination of increased displacement and the influence 
of extremist groups – able to exploit the humanitarian vacuum 
by providing alternate support to vulnerable families - will 
similarly impact the security of host countries, with possible 
consequences on border policies and their willingness to 
continue providing assistance.
 
Should the voucher value not be increased, 13 percent of 
refugees in Jordan stated that they would move to camps, 
while 12 percent would return to Syria – despite continuing 
insecurity and conflict. Among those who stated they would 
remain in communities, 25 percent of parents are considering 
withdrawing their children from school to help provide for their 
families – jeopardising their educational future and likely 
exposing them to further protection concerns. Other common 
coping mechanisms likely to rise over time included increased 
borrowing from neighbours, family and friends; seeking 
additional employment opportunities with longer hours – often 
involving significant risk; begging; seeking cheaper 
accommodation (including tents); and turning to criminality.

Regional voucher values: January - March 2015

REGIONAL UPDATES

2015 regional voucher values
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1Voucher reduction started in February in Iraq

Voucher value in Turkey was reduced to US$17 for only one month- January 2015
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Supporting vulnerable host 
communities

As the impact on host communities continues to grow, WFP is 
introducing or expanding programmes that help host 
communities affected by the Syrian crisis to recover from 
shocks. In Jordan, WFP set up a 29-month programme in 
December 2013 to assist 160,000 vulnerable Jordanians, 
living in Amman, Irbid and Mafraq – the governorates that 
host the highest numbers of refugees within the country. By 
offering food in exchange for the development of skills or to 
help build assets that will be of benefit to the community as a 
whole, WFP hopes to support longer-term food security for 
those affected by the crisis as well as strengthen social 
cohesion between refugee and host communities. In the first 
three months of 2015, WFP reached almost 50,000 people 
through such activities, providing some 441 MT of food and 
injecting over US$804,045 into the local economy.

In Lebanon, in partnership with the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and as part of the National Poverty Targeting Programme, WFP 
will in 2015 expand its current provision of technical support to 
direct support of vulnerable host communities through WFP’s 
e-cards. Expecting to start in the second half of 2015, WFP 
aims to offer support to 27,000 vulnerable Lebanese. 
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Role of innovative technology in 
WFP food assistance delivery

WFP continues to strive to pave the way for the use of 
new technologies throughout our operations - 
developing and implementing new tools and 
partnerships to ensure food assistance is provided in a 
timely and cost-effective manner.

Partnerships with retailers: Partnerships with 
retail shops have been formed under the voucher 
programme to ensure quality in service and in the 
selection of food. For example, as a result of partnership 
efforts by WFP in Jordan ahead of the e-card roll-out, 
Azraq refugee camp was the first in the world to have a 
supermarket built alongside the construction of the 
camp, while in Iraq, supermarkets are similarly being 
built in all camps in the Kurdistan region.

OneCard: In partnership with Master Card, WFP in 
Lebanon and Jordan are rolling out a system that will 
allow humanitarian assistance from several partners to 
be channeled through a single card. WFP and UNICEF in 
Jordan rolled out the programme for winterization in 
January 2015 and are currently exploring further 
possibilities with partners. WFP Lebanon is in the piloting 
phase in conjunction with the cash consortium – a group 
of six NGOs lead by Save the Children.
 
The system will entail significant cost benefits for 
humanitarian agencies, while also making it easier for 
beneficiaries to redeem all food and non-food 
entitlements with one card.

WFP/Dina Elkassaby

Displaced from Daraya in Rural Damascus, now Riham lives in a makeshift shelter in 
Damascus city. Every day, her mom and aunts prepare lunch for her and her cousins 
using food from WFP.



To cover shortfalls for the next three months (May-July), WFP 
urgently requires US$268 million - US$170 million for the 
region and US$98 million for Syria. 

To cover shortfalls until the end of the year (May - December 
2015), WFP requires US$832 million - US$436 million for 
the region and US$396 million for Syria.

Since the start of operations, WFP's regional voucher 
programme has injected a total of US$1.02 billion 
into the local economies.

Beneficiaries Reached January - March 2015

SYRIA
Total Bene�ciaries
Voucher Value

Money injected until March 2015

LEBANON
883,833
     2,663
   21,667
908,163
     19

Jan Feb Mar

Bene�ciaries Reached 2015

889,306
     2,615
   21,756
913,677
     19

896,791
    5,059
   20,801
922,651
     19

US$444 mllion

E-cards, Syrian Refugees
Food Parcels
Cash, Palestinian refugees from Syria

Total Bene�ciaries
Voucher Value

Money injected until March 2015

JORDAN
437,001
  90,867
    9,630
527,867

18.4 in communities,
28.25 in camps

838,384
  91,646
  18,198
530,031

18.4 in communities,
28.25 in camps

455,271
   93,471
  17,164
548,742

18.4 in communities,
28.25 in camps

US$362 million

E-cards, in communities
E-cards, in camps
School Feeding

Jan Feb Mar

Bene�ciaries Reached 2015

Total Bene�ciaries
Voucher Value
Money injected until March 2015

Jan Feb MarTURKEY
220,199
     7,000
227,199

17

135,718
     7,000
160,718

23.3

154,000
--

154,000
23.3

US$119.7 million

E-cards, in camps
Syrian Kurdish Refugees

Total Bene�ciaries
Voucher Value

Money injected until March 2015

IRAQ
  83,622
  20,256
103,878
     28

  83,455
  19,370
102,825
     19

  84,126
  19,989
104,115
     19

US$50 million

Paper vouchers, in camps 
Food Parcels, in camps

Jan Feb Mar

Bene�ciaries Reached 2015

Total Bene�ciaries
Voucher Value

Money injected until March 2015

EGYPT
83,499
  2,848
86,024

17

84,407
   3,431
87,838

17

84,215
  2,822
87,037

17
US$48.1 million

E-cards/Vouchers, Syrian Refugees
E-cards/Vouchers, PRS

Jan Feb Mar

Bene�ciaries Reached 2015

Bene�ciaries Reached 2015
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FUNDINGMONEY INJECTED

US$
million

US$                billion

400

500

300

200

100

0
IRAQ    TURKEY    LEBANON    JORDAN    EGYPT

Total money injected into local
economies since start of operations

Until March 2015

444

48

362

50

120

1.02
TOTAL

3 months Funding Requirements
(May – Jul)

0

100

200

300

400

500

Syria         Lebanon      Jordan         Turkey           Egypt           Iraq

9 months Funding Requirments
(May - Dec)

396

98

223

97
120

45
59

17 167 18
4

US$ million



Denmark, the European Commission, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Ireland, Italy, Japan,
Kuwait, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Republic of Korea, Russia,

 Spain, Switzerland, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom, the United States and private donors.

China

   

syriacrisis.info@wfp.org

Louise Gentzel
Deputy Head of Information Management Unit 
Mobile: +962 (0) 799551562
E-Mail: louise.gentzel@wfp.org

Rebecca Richards,  
 

Mobile: +962 (0) 798947954 or  
E-Mail: rebecca.richards@wfp.org 

Head Operational Information
Management Unit
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